
Washington State Interoperability 

Executive Committee

Members include:

Chief Al Compaan, Edmonds

Chief Jim Sharp, West Pierce

Clallam County Commissioner Mike Doherty

Mayor Jennifer Gregorson

 Patti Kelly, Whitcom 911 Director

 Bill Benedict, Clallam Sheriff

 Emergency Mgmt Director Stephanie Fritts

 State Patrol Chief John Batiste

Adjutant General Bret Daugherty

 EMD Director Robert Ezell

 Tribal Member Randell Harris
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SIEC

State Interoperability Executive Committee

Oversees interoperability for state agency 

radio networks

Concerned about interoperability 

statewide for responders, e.g. SR530 slide 

Designated by Governor Inslee as 

FirstNet Point of Contact
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Update on FirstNet 

in Washington
“Working Together Works”

2014 WASHINGTON STATE EMERGENCY 

MANAGERS CONFERENCE

24 SEPTEMBER 2014
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Danger 

Will Robinson

Danger Danger Danger
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Bill Schrier

Chair, Washington State 

Interoperability Executive Committee 

(SIEC)

Retired Chief Technology Officer, 

City of Seattle – 10+ EOC activations

Retired U.S. Army Corps Engineers

Former police officer (Iowa)
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A Brief History of FirstNet Time



February, 2012

Congress
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A nationwide, wireless

broadband, 4G/LTE 

data network

dedicated

to public safety 
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First Responder Network Authority

Funded:  $7 billion 

Licensed to use 700 MHz spectrum nationwide

Will use LTE commercial network technology 
(same as Verizon, AT&T etc.)

LTE = long term evolution

Must produce a design for each State

Governor must “opt in” or out of the design
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Facial Recognition

Dashcam

14



Transit

Cam

Boston

Augmented 
Reality

Google 
Glass 
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Other Responder Applications

Connected 
Vehicles

Intelligent 
Transportation 
Systems

Autonomous 
Vehicles
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Drones have a bad reputation …Industry wants to fix that…
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Next Generation 9-1-1 ...

 173M U. S. smart phones

 71.8% of adults

 Text, image, video to 911

 First to See app

 FirstNet for getting info to 

responders?
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Game changer? ...

 Monitor firefighters

 Monitor/track search-and-

rescue

 Embed radios in valuable 

property

 Track and communicate with 

other devices / responders
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The point is: interoperability   

is no longer just about the 

networks:

But  about creating city, 

county, state and nationwide 

apps all responders use:

20



Tough Questions About
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What’s Wrong with … ?
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“1952 hrs: Emergency services advising 

that cell phones are no longer working.”
23



24



Public Safety Grade

Burned fiber
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How much will it cost?
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What parts of the State 

will it cover?
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Who gets to use it?
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Answers?



$2,600,000 X
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10:16
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Oct 16:  FirstNet Initial 

Consultation Meeting with State 

of Washington

Launches 18 month design 

process
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of 

56
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Help Us Answer …

Will FirstNet cover where we respond?

How much will it cost per user?

How to spend $100M+ to build?

What devices can we use?

Will it reach into buildings?

Who gets to use it?

What apps will it have?

Who has priority?

… and more …
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Result:  An initial 

plan for FirstNet to 

build in Washington:
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Getting Involved



www.ocio.wa.gov/onenet

OneNet vs FirstNet

www.firstnet.gov

State Federal

Goal: Best design 

for Washington
Goal:  Build, Operate 

a Network
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Bill

Schrier

Michael

Marusich

Shelley

Westall

OneNet@ocio.wa.gov

OneNet.wa.gov  

Washington OneNet Team

Katrina 

Osborn
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Eric Holdeman and Pacific 

Northwest Economic Region
Mike Gaffney and WSU Division of 

Governmental Studies & Services

OneNet@ocio.wa.gov

OneNet.wa.gov  

Washington OneNet Support Team
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1. Attend on October 16th if you can

2. Sign up to the listserv for news

3. Invite us to local meetings of chiefs or 

responders in your county or city

4. Participate in stakeholder or technical 

committees to build the state design
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SIEC Goal:  Get the best 

possible design for 

Washington State
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Dwight Eisenhower;

“Plans are nothing, planning is 

everything.”


